
 

—  Clerk ’s Office  —  

NOTICE:  
 

The City of Indianola is committed to maintaining a high level of communication with the community by 
providing easy-to-access information and materials about government activities and policies.   

 
For those who do not wish to attend City Council meetings in person, the City of Indianola hosts its meetings 
virtually at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCwqdy2irWQILB_1QzcVrdw 

 
You may also view the meeting via a zoom webinar (Password: 963852): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84387099863?pwd=YWVyK1M3bGRMQTd5T1dFS1RhSVM1dz09 
 
Or One tap mobile: 1-312-626-6799, 84387099863#, *963852# or 1-301-715-8592, 84387099863#, 
*963852#  
Or Telephone Dial: 1-646-558-8656 or 1-301-715-8592 or 1-312-626-6799 or 1-669-900-9128 or 1-253-215-
8782 or 1-346-248-7799  
 
Webinar ID: 843 8709 9863 Passcode: 963852 
 
If you have a question or would like to submit a public comment, but are unable to attend the City Council 
meeting, please do one of the following: 

• Submit an electronic public comment form by visiting our website at 
http://www.indianolaiowa.gov/Public-Comment 

• Submit the form on page seven (7) of the packet to: 
City Clerk’s Office 
110 N 1st Street 

Indianola, IA 
50125 

(May be dropped off at the north entrance of City Hall) 
 
Forms received by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be distributed to the City Council prior to the 
meeting. Comments received after the deadline will be sent to the City Council as soon as possible. 

 

The City of Indianola is pleased to provide accommodations to disabled individuals or groups and encourages 
their participation in city government. Should special accommodations be required, please contact the Clerk's 
office at least 48 hours in advance at 515-961-9410 or email cityclerk@indianolaiowa.gov to have reasonable 
accommodations provided. 
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C. Not exceed seventy-five square feet in area; and 
D. Not exceed ten feet in height or ten feet in length. 

3. Primary signs shall contain no photographs, silhouettes, drawings, or pictorial 
representations in any manner, and may contain only the name of the enterprise. 

4. Each letter forming a word on a primary sign shall be of solid color and each such 
letter shall be the same print-type, size and color. The background behind such 
lettering on the display surface of a primary sign shall be of a uniform and solid 
color. 

5. Secondary signs shall have only one display surface. Such display surface shall: 
A. Be a flat plane, rectangular in shape; 
B. Not exceed twenty square feet in area; 
C. Not exceed five feet in height and four feet in width; and 
D. Be affixed or attached to any wall or door of the enterprise. 

6. The provisions of paragraph A of subsection 2 and of subsections 3 and 4 shall also 
apply to secondary signs. 

 
128.18 PERSONS YOUNGER THAN EIGHTEEN PROHIBITED. 
1. It is unlawful to allow a person who is younger than eighteen years of age to enter or 

be on the premises of a sexually oriented business at any time the sexually oriented 
business is open for business. 

2. It shall be the duty of the operator of each sexually oriented business to ensure that 
an attendant is always stationed at each public entrance to the sexually oriented 
business during regular business hours. It shall be the duty of the attendant to 
prohibit any person under the age of eighteen years from entering the sexually 
oriented business. It shall be presumed that an attendant knew a person was under 
the age of 18 unless such attendant asked for and was furnished: 
A. A valid operator’s, commercial operator’s or chauffeur’s driver’s license; or 
B. A valid personal identification certificate issued by the state reflecting that such 

person is 18 years of age or older. 
 

128.19 MASSAGES OR BATHS ADMINISTERED. 
It is unlawful for any establishment, regardless of whether it is a public or private facility, 
to operate a massage salon, massage parlor, or any similar type of business where any 
physical contact with the recipient of such services is provided, unless licensed by the 
State of Iowa. 
 
128.20 CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES PROHIBITED. 
The permittee of a sexually oriented business shall not allow the possession or 
consumption on premises by any person of any alcoholic beverage, wine or beer. No 
person shall possess or consume any alcoholic beverage, wine or beer on the premises 
of any sexually oriented business. 
 
128.21 NOTICES. 
1. Any notice required or permitted to be given by the director or any other City office, 

division, department, or other agency under this chapter to any applicant, operator, 
or owner of an establishment may be given either by personal delivery or by certified 
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United States mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, addressed to the most 
recent address as specified in the application for the permit, or transfer application 
that has been received by the director, or any notice of address change that has 
been received by the director. Notices mailed as above shall be deemed given upon 
their deposit in the United States mail. In the event that any notice given by mail is 
returned by the postal service, the director shall cause it to be posted at the principal 
entrance to the establishment. 

2. Any notice required or permitted to be given to the administrator by any person 
under this chapter shall not be deemed given until and unless it is received in the 
office of the administrator. 

3. It is the duty of each owner who is designated on the permit application and each 
operator to furnish a notice to the administrator in writing of any change of residence 
or mailing address. 

 
128.22 INJUNCTION. 
A person who operates or causes to be operated a sexually oriented business without a 
permit or otherwise violates this chapter is subject to a suit for injunction as well as 
prosecution for criminal violations. 
 
128.23 EXEMPTIONS. 
It is a defense to prosecution under this chapter that a person appearing in a state of 
nudity did so in a modeling class operated by: 
1. A proprietary school licensed by the State of Iowa of a college, junior college or 

university supported entirely or partly by taxation; or 
2. A private college or university that maintains and operates educational programs in 

which credits are transferable to a college, junior college or university supported 
entirely or partly by taxation. 

 
Section 2.  Repealer.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the 

provision of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 

 Section 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after 
its passage, approval and publication as provided by law. 
 
 
Passed by the City Council on the    day of    , 2021, and 
approved  
 
this    day of     , 2021. 
 
 
 
 
                      
Pam Pepper, Mayor  
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ATTEST: 
  
  
 
       
Andrew J. Lent, City Clerk 
 
 

 

The foregoing Ordinance No.    was adopted by the Council for the City of  

 

Indianola, Iowa, on   , 2021, and was published on __________, 2021. 

 
 
 
        
Andrew J. Lent, City Clerk 
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City Council Regular 2nd Mtg   Page 165        
Meeting Date: 07/19/2021  

Information
Subject
Third consideration of an Ordinance amending the City Code of the City of Indianola, Iowa creating regulations
for massage establishments and technicians.

Information

Attachments
Massage Establishments Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO.  ________ 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF 
INDIANOLA, IOWA CREATING REGULATIONS FOR MASSAGE 

ESTABLISHMENTS AND TECHNICIANS. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF INDIANOLA, IOWA: 

Section 1.  The following chapter and sections be and is hereby added by 
inserting the language as follows: GE ESTABLISHMENTS AND TECHNICIANS 

CHAPTER 127  
MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENTS AND TECHNICIANS 

 
127.01 PURPOSE. 
127.02 DEFINITIONS. 
127.03 STATE LICENSE REQUIRED. 
127.04 DISPLAY OF LICENSE 
127.05 PENALTY. 
127.06 SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 

127.01  PURPOSE.   

The State of Iowa licenses massage therapists under the provisions of Iowa Code 
Chapter 152C. State licensed massage therapists and businesses offering massage 
therapy services perform an important service in addressing the health and well-being 
of residents. Unfortunately, there are businesses that advertise they provide massage 
therapy and/or other therapeutic services, but engage in various illegal activities, which 
may include prostitution and/or human trafficking. This article is not intended to 
discourage legitimate, licensed massage therapists or massage therapy businesses 
from providing their services. The purpose of this ordinance is to identify and address 
businesses that engage in the practice of massage therapy without valid licenses and/or 
are involved in illegal activities, which may include prostitution and/or human trafficking. 
Businesses providing massage therapy, but also conducting various types of illegal 
activity, are harmful to the health, safety, and welfare of the city and negatively impact 
the massage therapy profession. 

127.02  DEFINITIONS.  

For the purposes of this article, the following words and phrases have the meanings 
herein set forth, unless it is apparent from the context that a different meaning is 
intended. 

1) "Massage therapist" means a person licensed under Iowa Code Chapter 152C to 
practice the health care service of the healing art of massage therapy  
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